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= National data provides details about the victims of child abuse
that are not as easily located for the local and state areas. During

the federal fiscal year (FFY) 2006 the 50 States, the District of
Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico reported:

B An estimated 905,000 children were victims of maltreatment;
@ The rate of victimization was 12.1 per 1,000 children in the
population; and

@ Nearly 3.6 million children received a CPS investigation or
assessment.

@ Nearly three-quarters of victims (74.7 %) had no history of prior
victimization.

= For FFY 2006, 48.2 % of child victims were boys, and 51.5 % of the
victims were girls. The youngest children had the highest rate of
victimization.

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Children,
Youth and Families. Child Maltreatment 2006 (Washington, DC: U.S.
Government Printing Office, 2008).


http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/pubs/cm06/chapter3.htm
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Source: DSHS, Children's Administration, Administrative Services, Case
Management Information System (CAMIS)




RTED - TYPICALLY CLOSE IN TIME

YPICALLY UNIFORM
WITNESSES
. EVIDENCE....TRACE EVIDENCE

R CRIME- DETECTIVE INVOLVEMENT
ERVIEW VICTIM
ERVIEW WITNESSES

SUBPOENA RECORDS

COLLECT LAB RESULTS

CORROBORATE VICTIM /WITNESS STATEMENTS
MUCH MORE. ...




DELAYED REPORTING

The sound a child
often makes when
physically or sexually
assaulted is silence.
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Children’s Advocacy  WHAT USED TO HAPPEN WHEN KipS
Cewnters ~ NEEDED HELP FOR ABUSE

Tpical Case—Robin, Age §
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Police Officer Falks 7o Robin. _ School calls Law Enforcement.
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N4 ), A Counselor needs
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\ A child Protection A Lawvyer needs to talk
Investigator needs to / to Robin.
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DSECUTOR - =
OCATES - immediacy of needs

TAL HEALTH - prompt referrals
SICIANS-MEDICAL - don’t lose evidence

victim



REFER FOR CRIMINAL CHARGES AND TESTIFY AT TRIAL



EAKNESSES OF VICTIM AND

INVESTIGATORS - novel approaches
ING DECISIONS -
TAKE CASE TO COURT

- PROSECUTION ADVOCATES---SYSTEM HELP
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THROUGH CIVIL SYSTEM

R HOME AND FAMILY



leased findings from the
e-year multi-site national evaluation of the
model. Data from over 1000 cases of

ual abuse handled by communities with
without a CAC were collected and subject
to comparison analysis.




showed significantly more evidence of
ed investigations.

involved with a CAC received a
ical evaluation.

ore children involved in a CAC were referred
mental health services.

rents and caregivers of children served by
Cs were more satistfied with the

stigation (than those in comparison
sample).



= A recent national cost-benefit analysis of the
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Children’s Advocacy Center model shows that
CACs save approximately $1,000 per case in
services to children and families during the
course of a child abuse investigation.

On a per-case basis, traditional investigations
were 36 % more expensive than a CAC
investigation. The cost of a CAC investigation
averaged $2,902 compared to $3,949 for a
traditional abuse investigation.

For more information, visit


http://www.nationalcac.org/professionals/research/CBA Executive Summary.pdf
http://www.nationalcac.org/professionals/research/CBA Executive Summary.pdf
http://www.nationalcac.org/professionals/research/CBA Executive Summary.pdf
http://www.nationalcac.org/professionals/research/CBA Executive Summary.pdf
http://www.nationalcac.org/professionals/research/CBA Executive Summary.pdf
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idance Association
and many others...................




= Years of experience using a child abuse
response protocol (1986) that included
prosecuting attorney, law enforcement and
Department of Children and Family Services
(DCES) at the interview stage to minimize the
number of interviews conducted.

= Years of cooperative relationships between
most agencies involved.

= Commitment by all agencies to lessen the
trauma of investigations



B Many community partners are willing to give
their expertise: examples Drs Tolby and
Cavens, and the Family Health Center.

= History of Good relationships between

prosecuting attorney, law enforcement and
DCFS, and Advocacy (ESS).

= Strong community-based advocacy program
available---Emergency Support Shelter

also a strong system-based advocacy program
at the prosecutor’s office.



Inconsistent adherence to protocol that was
established.

Each agency differed as to age of the children
who would receive a forensic interview

@ No LE agency has advocates to help families.

= Multiple interview styles and inconsistent

interview expertise among the interviewers.

Budget restrictions did not allow hiring staff to
permanently focus exclusively on these cases.



1ld abuse expert to testifty and inform

duplicated






EN WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED SEXUAL
COORDINATED COMMUNTY

ON, PROSECUTION AND

THEIR SAFETY, HEALING AND
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AUMA TO CHILDREN AND
stem & Event Trauma

REASE ACCESS TO SERVICES BY
DREN AND THEIR PARENTS

pier & Healthier Families

\m INCREASE RELIABILITY AND INTEGRITY OF
INVESTIGATIONS - Best Practices, consistency,

expertise, families are willing
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Children’s Advocacy WHAT HAPPENS TOPAY WHEN KloS

Cewters ~. NEED HELP _FDR ABUSE

Robin tells her story,

while a detective and

a CP§ worker listen SR :

o A e -~ “This Place is
‘Great

Robin can see a doctor.

~
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Robin is referred to a vk Robin’s mom talks Fo an
Sounialory v will ok o @ advocate to help her

help her heal. wnderstand the system.

AZL
@ ~ Robin comes to the Child Advocacy
. / Cewter with her rmom.

_l L Tells her teacher that she is
being hurt by her mom’s new
boyfriend at home.

« + « Robin talks to 3 people




DLY, CHILD FOCUSED

' A MULTI-DISCIPLINARY APPROACH
VESTIGATION, PROSECUTION AND
TMENT OF CHILD ABUSE

BRINGS AGENCIES TO THE CHILD



L

COMFORTAE




CHILD FRIENDLY
INTERVIEW
ROOM
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» ADVOCATES ALWAYS AVAILABLE - SERVICES
FOR FAMILIES KEEPS THEM INFORMED
& WILLING SUPPORTS & HELPS



IRRENTLY OFF-SITE)

. OTHERS....WE ARE OPEN




 Sarah, Sherri

OR and victim/wit advocates
Sue, Nikki



