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Who was Madame Curie?

• Scientist –

– Radioactivity

– Polonium

– Radium

• Polish

• Woman



Who was Madame Curie?

• Role Model

• Wife

• Mother

• Icon



What I learned

• Beauty

• Romantic/Tragic Icon

• Patriot

• Humanitarian

• Controversies



History

• Maria Sklodowska-Curie

1867-1934

• Born Warsaw, Poland*

• Minor nobility

• 5th of 5 children of teachers

• Mother died of tuberculosis and 

sister died of typhus



History

• Flying University

• Governess

• Paris (1891)

• Sorbonne

– Studied Math (1893), Physics (1894) 

and Chemistry

– Top student

• Married Pierre Curie (1895)



History

• Henri Bequerel discovers radiation in 

uranium (1896)

• Irene born (1897)

• Polonium (1898)

• Radium (1898)

• Nobel prize in 

Physics(1903)



History

• Eve born (1904)

• Pierre’s death (1906)

• Appointed to Pierre’s position (1906)

• Isolated pure radium (1910)

• Nobel Prize  in Chemistry (1911)

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/39/Marie_Curie_(Nobel-Chem).png


What did they do?



Romantic/Tragic Icon 

• Husband/wife Nobel winners

• “One of the loveliest unions in all of 

history of science had come to a 

tragic end.” Bernard Jaffe, Crucibles: 

The Story of Chemistry

• Marie carries on



Romantic/Tragic Icon

• Madame Curie (1947) 

– Greer Garson and Walter Pidgeon

– Mrs. Miniver

• Death from leukemia caused by 

radiation exposure (1934) 



Patriot/ Humanitarian

• Flying University

• Radium cure

• Curie Institutes

• Petite Curies WWI



Controversies

• Nobel Prize

• French Academy of Science

– Not a member

– First woman 1979

• Teaching

• Affair with married man

• Role in research





Legacy

• Understanding of matter

• Nuclear Medicine

• Irene Joliot-Curie (1897 – 1956) and 

Frederic Joliot-Curie

– Nobel Prize (1935) 

– 2 others from Curie Institute

• Eve Curie Labouisse (1904-2007)

– Author Madame Curie (1937)

– Humanitarian



Legacy

• Nuclear Power 

• Women in science

– Pythagoras’ Trousers: God, Physics, 

and the Gender Wars – by Margaret 

Wertheim

– Before Big Science: The Pursuit of 

Modern Chemistry and Physics, 1800-

1940 – by Mary Jo Nye

• Change that – people in science




