


Going to the Moon

Click picture
to view video

President John F. Kennedy
Address to Congress, May 25, 1961
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“What does this poverty mean to those who must endure it?

It means a dally struggle to secure the necessities for even
a meager existence. It means that the abundance, the
comforts, the opportunities they see all around them are

beyond their grasp.

Worst of all, it means hopelessness for the young.”

President Lyndon Johnson
Special Message to the Congress
March 16, 1964



“The first step is to see the problems,
and the first problem is the failure
to see the people.”

David K. Shipler
The Working Poor: Invisible in America
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Programs of the War on Poverty

Job Corps

Head Start

Legal Services

Upward Bound

Comprehensive Health Services
Emergency Food & Medical Planning
Alcohol Counseling & Recovery
Drug Rehabilitation

Community Action Programs (CAPS)



Poverty in America

People of color are disproportionately
represented

Majority of the poor are women
Generational poverty (cyclical)

Poverty as a moral failure (shame)
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“There was never a war on poverty.
Maybe there was a skirmish on poverty.”

Andrew Cuomo, Housing Secretary
In Clinton Administration



Organizations Started as CAP Programs
In Cowlitz County

HeadS .
cadstart Lower Columbia

Evergreen Legal Services /\ @
Family Health Center | '~ ‘
Ethnic Support Council L/A\A

Emergency Support Shelter


http://www.lccac.org/

‘My friends, some years ago the federal government
declared war on poverty -- and poverty won.”

President Ronald Reagan



Poverty Rate, 1959-2007
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Number in Poverty and Poverty Rate: 1959 to 2005

Numbers in millions, rates in percent Recession
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How you frame a problem
determines how you'll see
Its solution



The Great Ideological Divide

Liberals Conservatives
Poverty as society’s Individual ‘s
failure Self-determination
Correcting systemic Personal responsibility
causes of poverty & Initiative
Providing a “safety “‘Entitlement mentality”
net” for the poor saps the individual's will

to better one’s life



Community Action Programs

find common ground

Community-based
Neighbors helping their neighbors

Locally owned & operated
(non-government)

Seeing a Return On Investment



Lower olumbia

CP

SERVICES

Community Financial
Support Independence



Community Support Services
CEHEVANED

Help Warehouse - food distribution
Energy Assistance
Housing Rehab and Weatherization

Homelessness Prevention
(“The New Homeless”)

Housing Programs

Transportation Services
(Seniors, Medicaid, I-5 CAP vans)



Community Support Services
CEHEVANED

Senior Services

* Meals on Wheels

« Senior Community Lunches

* In-Home Care

« Home Care Equipment Bank

« Senior & Medicaid Rides

* Retired & Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP)
« RUOK?—Dally check-in by phone



Financial Independence Services

JOBS--Employment & Job Training Programs
HOMEOWNERS--Self-Help Housing

ASSETS--Business & Asset Building Programs

MoneySmart Classes
Individual Development (Savings) Accounts

Free Tax Assistance

Small Business Development



MASLOW'S HIERARCHY
OF NEEDS

Lower Columbia
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FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE SERVICES
+ Job search & training programs + Career Assessment
+ Asset building programs + MoneySmart classes
+ Individual Development (Savings) Accounts
+ Self-Help Housing + Small Business Development
&Training * Bank on Cowlitz Initiative

LOVE & BELONGINGNESS

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
SERVICES (SAFETY NET)

« Help Warehouse (food distribution center)
+ Homelessness Prevention « Emergency
Services, Energy Assistance - Transitional
Housing, Meals on Wheels « Senior
Community Lunches « In-Home Care
« Senior Transportation » Housing Rehab
& Weatherization - Home Care
Equipment Bank




The Future of CAP

1. Keeping responsive to the changing needs of our
community

2. Building a stable financial base to protect programs and
services from the fluctuations of politics and the economy

Building CAP Foundation endowment

Creating “social enterprises”
Grounds for Opportunity cafe & training ctr
CAPtured Treasures boutique clothing
HEAT (Home Energy Audit Team)



Closing Thouqght

Most people see things as they are,
and ask why?

But | see things that have never been,
and ask why not?

Robert Kennedy

(Adapted from George Bernard Shaw)



