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An Operational Definition  

of Homelessness 

Ä Lives on the streets, abandoned building, vehicle or 
other unstable or non-permanent situation 

Ä Is a resident of an emergency shelter or transitional 
housing 

Ä Has no permanent place to return to after 
hospitalization or incarceration 

Ä Is doubled-up temporarily with another family 

 



Who Are ñThe Homelessò? 



Impact of the Great Recession 

Ä Total number of homeless persons        32% 

Ä People in homeless families         46% 

Ä Singles/couples without children        15% 

Ä Sources of Income: 

Â More people had public benefits as source of income 

Â Fewer people have part time work  

Â Friends/family canôt help out as much   

Â Longer lengths of homeless situation 



The Great Recession & Causes of 

Homelessness in Cowlitz County 

Ä Economic situation ï 62%  
Ä Lost job/low paying job/working poor 

Ä Illness 

Ä Family break up 

Ä Special need/disability ï 16%  
Ä Mental illness 

Ä Chronic substance abuse 

Ä Co-occurring disorder 

Ä Domestic Violence ï 11% 

Ä Discharged from a system of care ï 11%  
Ä Jail or Prison 

Ä Hospital 

Ä Foster Care 



2011 Point In Time Count 
EmergencyTransitional

Number of Families with Children (Family Households): 18 24 3 70

Number of Households without Children: 54 9 39 33

Number of Households without Adults (nobody over 17 

years old): 0 0 0 6

A. Number of Persons in Families with Children: 55 75 9 193

B. Number of Single Individuals and Persons in 

Households without Children: 57 13 41 40

C. Number of Persons in Households without Adults 

(nobody over 17 years old): 0 0 0 6

(Add Lines A & B & C) Total Persons: 112 88 50 239

EmergencyTransitional

a. Chronically Homeless Individuals 17 NA 23 NA

b. Chronically Homeless Families 2 NA 0 NA

c. Persons in Chronically Homeless Families 5 NA 0 NA

d. Mentally Disabled 17 6 19 9

e. Persons with alcohol and/or other drug problems 14 1 17 3

f. Veterans 8 1 8 5

g. Persons with HIV/AIDS 0 3 4 0

h. Victims of Domestic Violence 50 5 5 10

i. Unaccompanied Youth (Under 18) 0 0 0 6

j. Children (Under 18) in Families 35 43 6 110

k. Physically Disabled 11 7 10 8

l. Seasonal Agricultural Workers 0 0 0 2

m. Persons with both substance use and mental health 

problems 5 0 10 3

n. Senior citizens (aged 65 or older) 2 0 0 2

Temporarily Living with Family or Friends*

Part 2: Homeless Subpopulations

Sheltered

Unsheltered* Temporarily Living with Family or Friends*

Part 1:  Homeless Population
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Who Are Our Homeless? 
       Number    Percent 

Ä Number of Homeless Families    45    31% 

Ä Number of Adult Households   102    69% 

Â 1/3 are families; 2/3 are adults 

Ä Persons In Homeless Families   139    56% 

Ä Non-Family Homeless Persons  111    44% 

Â Over half are in families; almost half are 

childless adults 



Causes of Homelessness 

Ä Lack of affordable housing 

Ä Low paying jobs 

Ä Substance abuse and lack of needed services 

Ä Mental illness and lack of needed services 

Ä Domestic violence 

Ä Unemployment 

Ä Poverty 

Ä Prison release 

Ä Change/cuts in public assistance 



2011 Cowlitz Housing Affordability 

Ä 2 BR Fair Market Rent = $700 

Ä Wage Needed to Afford = $13.46 

Ä 2008 Est. Mean Renter Wage = $11.05 

Ä Rent Affordable at Mean Wage = $575 

Ä 2011 Minimum Wage = $8.67 

Ä Rent Affordable at Minimum Wage = $451 

Ä Works Hours Per Week @ Minimum Wage = 62 

Ä 2011 Monthly SSI Payment = $674 

Ä Affordable SSI Rent = $202 



Homelessness & Health 

Ä People experiencing homelessness  experience a 
disproportionately higher share of health issues: 

Â Chronic diseases ï hypertension, diabetes, heart and lung 
diseases, HIV 

Â Permanent Physical Disabilities 

Â Substance Addiction 

Â Mental Illness 

Â A combination of some or all of the above 

Â Rates of serious illness & injury 3-6 times that of 
housed people 

 



Homelessness & Health 

Life on the streets is brutal and short. 
 

The average age of death for homeless people  

  arrives 30 years earlier  

    than for people with housing. 



Homelessness is Expensive 

Â People who are homeless visit the ER five 

times per year, on average 

Â People who are homeless are hospitalized longer; 

3 days to each 1 day for other people 

Â 80% of ER visits are for an illness that could have 

been treated with preventive care 

Â Annual cost of $18,500 - $44,400 per 

person (hospitalization costs only) 



Annual Costs of Homelessness 

Families 

Ä Sheltering a homeless family  $40,000 

Ä Foster group home placement  $40,000 

Ä Foster child private placement  $13,000 

Ä Individual shelter bed    $  8,100 

Ä Federal housing voucher   $  6,000 

Ä Supportive Services   $  3,000 

Ä Case Management (per person) $     800 



Continuum of Care Model 

Ä Housing Readiness Model - Assumes skills learned in present 

setting can prepare consumers to live in the next setting 



Keystones of a New Approach 

Â Prevent homelessness whenever possible 

Â Rapidly re-house people when homelessness can 

not be prevented 

Â Provide services that build housing stability and 

self-sufficiency 

Â Requires systems change 



The Housing First Philosophy 

ÇHomelessness is a housing issue 

ÇHousing is a tool in recovery from 

homelessness, not a reward for program 

compliance  

ÇPeople donôt need to wait until they are 

ñready for housingò 



The New Model:  Housing First 
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Chronic Homeless 



 

Chronically Homeless Characteristics 

Ä Psychiatric Disabilities 

Ä Co-occurring substance use disorders 

Ä Literally homeless ï on the streets and 
intermittent users of shelters, ER, jail, etc. 



Annual Costs of Homelessness 
Chronically Homeless  
 

Ä Services consumed by the un-housed  $40,500 

Ä Prison/jail bed      $24,000 

 

Ä Supportive housing  + services: 
Â Maximum $22,000 

Â Minimum $16,000 

 

Ä 20% of Homeless Consume 50% of Resources 
Â Emergency Medical, Psychiatric, Detox, Shelters, Law Enforcement, 

Corrections, etc. 


