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Thursday,  
May 23

Reading: May 23, 7-8 p.m. at the Longview Public Library

Workshop: “Hiding the Ball”, May 24, 10-11:30 a.m.  
in the Wollenberg Auditorium

At the Workshop, learn different techniques (known as “hiding the ball”) for witholding 
information from the reader in order to build tension and intrigue in your stories. 

We will look at some examples and discuss when this does and doesn’t work as 
a writing device. There will also be some time set aside for an in-class writing 

exercise and subsequent group discussion.

James Zerndt’s fiction has most recently appeared in Gray’s Sporting 
Journal and SWINK Magazine, and his poetry occasionally appears in 

The Oregonian. His first novel, The Cloud Seeders, is based on a short 
story that originally appeared in The Salal Review. His second novel, 

The Korean Word For Butterfly, will be coming out in April.

The public is invited to these free events.
It is the policy of Lower Columbia College to provide equal 

opportunity in education and employment regardless of sex, 
race, color, marital status, creed, age, national origin, sexual 

orientation, veteran status, religious preference, or the 
presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability.
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Set against the backdrop of the 2002 World Cup and rising 

anti-American sentiment due to a deadly accident involving 

two young Korean girls and a U.S. tank, The Korean Word For 

Butterfly is told from three alternating points-of-view: 

Billie, the young wanna-be poet looking for adventure with 

her boyfriend who soon finds herself questioning her decision 

to travel so far from the comforts of American life;

Moon, the ex K-pop band manager who now works at 

the English school struggling to maintain his sobriety in 

hopes of getting his family back;

And Yun-ji , a secretary at the school whose new feelings 

of resentment toward Americans may lead her to do 

something she never would have imagined possible.

The Korean Word For Butterfly is a story about the choices 

we make and why we make them.

It is a story, ultimately, about the power of love 

and redemption.

“5 stars...full of fresh, 

original writing.”

 The Kindle Book Review

 

“Zerndt is the real deal.” 

Jonathan Harris, 

author of The Wave That Did Not Break

James Zerndt lives in Portland, Oregon.

This is his second novel.
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Appearing as part 
of the Salal Spring 
Arts Festival!


